EMERGENCE OF NATURALISM

a reporter while he was still at school, and after a year at
Lafayette and another at Syracuse he gave up formal educa-
tion, to live precariously by writing for newspapers in New
York. Little used to reading, he admired Tolstoi and Flaubert
so far as he knew them, but he was impatient of his genteel
American contemporaries, whom he called insincere. His own
observations in the slums and along the Bowery had con-
vinced him that life was not what books made it out. He was
unwilling to look for reality behind accepted forms of man-
ners or art, and too honest to pretend he saw it there. If he
could not see life face to face, he did not care to see it at all.
Reality, for him, had to be immediate and outspoken. At
twenty-one he wrote his first novel, Maggie: A Girl of the
Street, and borrowed money to have it printed (1893) because
he could find no publisher. It was the story of a girl of a
brutal Irish family in lower Manhattan who, driven from
home by a drunken mother, takes refuge with a lover, loses
him to a more practised woman, and drowns herself. The
standard form for such a story in the early nineties, if such a
story was to be told at all, would have made it sentimental
or admonitory. The Bowery was then best known from such
slangy, subliterary stories as Edward Waterman Townsend's
Chimrnie Fadden (1895) and other experiments in dialect.
When Crane went to the slums he had not gone laughing
or slumming, and he would no more preach thai* he would
expurgate. He did not in the least mind that the savagery of
his incidents might shock his readers. His method was as
direct as his attitude. He arranged his episodes in a simple,
natural order, all example and no precept. To his decade
Crane seemed heartless when he plunged into forbidden
depths and brought up dreadful things without apology or
comment. He would have thought it more heartless to intrude
his doctrines into Maggie's tragedy.

Though Maggie was printed, almost no copies could be
sold. But Hamlin Garland quickly recognized Crane and in-
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